
News from the Atascocita Recycling and Disposal Facility

Atascocita Recycling and Disposal Facility
Community Relations Manager: Lisa Doughty
E-mail: LDoughty@wm.com
Phone: 713-647-5546

Please call us any time to arrange for a landfill tour,
or if you have any questions about our operations.

Manager’s report
Well the high summer season is just about here,
and that means we’ve been keeping up with our
seasonal chores at the landfill. We’ve recently
been re-seeding virtually the entire area, in-
cluding the landfill’s slopes, with a mixture of
Bermuda grass and millet. We work nearly year-
round to maintain a healthy cover of grasses, as
this helps to stabilize the structure and prevent
erosion, while also providing a nicer appearance
from the fenceline.

We’re also in the midst of building a new 8-acre cell for waste storage;
this new addition will eventually move our current disposal operation a
bit to the east, away from our border. In conjunction with this con-
struction project, we’re also adding about 15 new gas wells, and the
associated headers and lateral lines, to help remove landfill gas and
channel it to our gas-to-energy plant. This facility has been humming
along for several years now, generating up to ?? megawatts to feed
the electrical grid. However, we are beginning to explore options to
extend our green energy production capabilities, and I hope to have
exciting news on that topic in the future.
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As you’ll be able to see in the rest of this newsletter, we’re also
staying involved in our community. One initiative that is beginning
to come to fruition is our project to help create a nature preserve.
(This will be in addition to our Wildlife Habitat Council-certified
habitat area.)

We’re working with the Greens Bayou Corridor Coalition, the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers, Harris County and other organizations
to create the preserve right on our property. An illustration of the
proposed site concept is shown below.

Eventually there will be hike and bike trails and other amenities, but
we’re starting with a parking area, which will facilitate project com-
pletion as it will provide parking space for the volunteers and WM
employees who will be pitching in to complete the project. The
preserve will have gated access, and I’m proud to say that a Humble
High shop class is fabricating the gate for the facility. 

The Greens Bayou Corridor Coalition seeks to benefit the economy
and enhance the quality of life for the more than 500,000 residents
in the Greens Bayou watershed through flood mitigation, parks and

trails development and
economic development.
You can learn more about
the important work this
group  is doing online at
http://greensbayou.org.
And if you’re interested
in helping us with our
part of the group’s
plan, please contact
Sherrell Cordas
(713-365-2163;
SCordas@wm.com).

Have a happy—and
safe—summer!

Gordon Spradley, 
District Manager,  

Plans for a nature preserve at
the landfill, a collaboration
between Waste Management,
the Greens Bayou Corridor
Coalition and other organiza-
tions
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Meet our new tour master! habitat area at the  Atascocita Recycling and Disposal Facility. “Both
of these places are remarkable in their  obvious commitment to sus-
tainability,” says Cordas. “Our Gasmer facility has a one-of-a-kind
Education Center that was built from recycled and repurposed mate-
rials, helping to demonstrate both the process and value of recycling.
And our habitat area at the Atascocita site has become a local hub for
habitat preservation and environmental learning for the community.”

We’d like to introduce a new face that you’re likely to be seeing in the
area, especially if you’re interested in wildlife habitat, recycling and

other environmental issues—our Commu-
nity Affairs Specialist Sherrell Cordas. While
she’s been in her new position only since
the beginning of the year, Cordas is a WM
veteran with several years of experience at
Waste Management’s Houston mainte-
nance shop. Here she gained extensive fa-
miliarity with the company’s  operations
and fleet of heavy equipment.

Today she’s putting that experience to
good use by educating community mem-
bers about the benefits of recycling, as well

as keeping employees up-to-date about happenings at the company.
And she is the key contact for community members wishing to tour
either Waste Management’s Gasmer Recycling Facility or the wildlife

A gift that keeps on giving
surrounded
by two sci-
ence-themed
mu rals that
help them
learn scien-
tific concepts
and imagine
careers in the
sciences. Our
partnership
with Waste
Management
is impacting
and improving
the lives of
nearly 700 North Belt Elementary students each day.”

In September of 2009, Waste Management helped the Humble ISD
Education Foundation establish the Glenn Masterson Endowed Chairs
for Elementary Science Education. These positions serve the district’s
Fall Creek, North Belt, Park Lakes and River Pines elementary schools,
and their primary role has been to provide hands-on, research-based
learning experiences in three major instructional areas—earth, physical
and life science. The initial $450,000 award was renewed in 2012,
and so the company has invested a total of almost a million dollars in
local science education.

That contribution continues to make a huge impact. Most recently,
North Belt Elementary used some of these funds to open an interac-
tive science lab. 

“The Waste Management science grant has helped transform North
Belt Elementary School both physically and academically,” says the
school’s principal, Macaire McDonough-Davies. “Our students are

Community Relations Specialist
Sherrell Cordas

North Belt Elementary science lab teacher Kristen Robbins (at
right) and Waste Management’s Gordon Spradley (at Robbins’
left) had a full house at the ribbon-cutting ceremony for the
school’s new science lab. 

Tour With Sherrell!
You can learn a lot about sustainability, recycling and wildlife
habitat preservation by touring Waste Management’s Gasmer
Recycling Facility or Atascocita’s wildlife habitat area.

Tours are available Monday through Friday, 
from 8:00 am  to 5:00 pm.

To schedule your tour, contact Sherrell Cordas 
at 713-365-2163, or SCordas@wm.com.


